
The Basildon Upper Academy 
Newsletter  9th June 2025

Leadership Message

  
Dates for the Diary

Year 11 Prom
Friday 27th June - 5:30-10pm

Year 10 AP2 Assessments
Monday 23rd June - Friday 4th July 2025

Year 12 AP2 Assessments
Monday 30th June - Friday 4th July 2025

Presentation Evening
Wednesday 16th July 2025 - 4pm-5pm

Beginning of Year 9 Transition to Upper Academy
Monday 30th June 2025

S.Szuszkiewicz 
Deputy Headteacher

Student Value of the Term

House Points - Week Ending 6th June

As we move into the final stretch of the exam season, we would like to extend our warmest congratulations to our Year 
11 and Year 13 students. The dedication, focus, and resilience they have shown throughout their exams has been truly 
impressive. With just two weeks remaining, the atmosphere in our exam venues has been overwhelmingly positive—a 
testament to their preparation and determination.

We are incredibly proud of how far our students have come and are already looking forward to celebrating their 
achievements in August. Whatever the results, we remain committed to supporting each student in taking the next steps 
on their learning journey with confidence and purpose.

Looking ahead, our attention also turns to the upcoming AP2 assessments. Year 10 will begin their 
two-week assessment window from 23rd June, and Year 12 will complete theirs over one week 
starting 30th June. These assessments offer an important opportunity for students to reflect on their 
progress since January—highlighting the gaps they’ve successfully closed, and identifying key 
areas to refine as they prepare for the new academic year.

As always, thank you for your ongoing support. We’re incredibly proud of our students and 
everything they continue to achieve.

Parent Drop In - Wednesday 11th June
This week's Parent Drop In will be on Wednesday 11th June between 9am and 
10am.

There will be no need to book an appointment, just sign in at reception and 
staff will be happy to show you to the venue. There is no set topic for the drop in 
sessions, if we are not able to answer any specific questions, we will follow up and 
then feedback to you.



Year 12 Criminology Students Explore the World of Forensics
Our Year 12 Criminology students have been stepping into the shoes of real-life forensic experts through a range of exciting 
hands-on activities.

They began by acting as Scenes of Crime Officers, carrying out practical fingerprint analysis and learning how evidence 
is collected at a crime scene. Then, stepping into the role of Forensic Scientists, they examined DNA by creating colourful 
strand models using sweets as a fun and engaging way to explore genetic structures.

These immersive sessions brought their studies to life and gave students a valuable insight into real-world forensic 
investigation.

JET Hairdressing Academy Inspires Year 12 Students with Career Guidance Visit
Year 12 students were recently visited by Sam from the JET Hairdressing Academy in Basildon, who delivered an inspiring 
and informative session on career pathways in the hairdressing industry.

The session supported students currently studying the VTCT Level 2 Certificate in 
Women’s Hairdressing, offering valuable insight into what comes next after their 
course. Sam shared her knowledge about the wide range of opportunities in the 
hair and beauty industry — including progressing to higher-level qualifications 
and taking part in professional competitions.

Students left the session feeling more informed and enthusiastic about future 
possibilities within the sector, with many expressing how useful and engaging 
the experience was.

“I enjoyed the career guidance as I have learnt about Level 3 Hairdressing, which I 
am very interested in.” Chloe.H

“I really liked Sam and enjoyed the whole experience. She was extremely sweet and outgoing and answered every single 
question we had while asking open-ended questions and engaging us in the work. I learned a lot because I didn't know 
about this in general, and I think if I go into hairdressing this would be very useful and a great program set in place.” 
Nicoleta.G

While social media can offer comfort and community, it's important for 
parents to be aware of the growing trend of young people turning to online 
platforms for mental health advice. This article explores the potential risks of 
"social media therapy," including misinformation and unqualified advice, and 
offers guidance on how to support your child in seeking reliable help.

Online Safety Hub: The Risks of Social Media Therapy

The Online Safety Hub is an online resource with lots of expert advice and 
guidance to help find out how to keep our young people safe online.  You can 
access it for free here: Online Safety Hub - The Basildon Academies

For more information please visit:  https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.
uk/parent/articles/the-risks-of-social-media-therapy

https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/articles/the-risks-of-social-media-therapy
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/articles/the-risks-of-social-media-therapy


Safeguarding our students is at the forefront of everything 
we do. Parents and carers can access information via the 
following link www.escb.co.uk which offers guidance and 
signposts to resources on various safeguarding issues. 
Please contact our safeguarding officers if you have any 
concerns about your own child or another student at the 
Academies.

Safeguarding

www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding

Home Learning
If you have any queries regarding home learning, 
including access issues or, to celebrate the work your 
child has completed at home, please visit the Contact Us 
page via the Basildon Upper Academy website and select 
the option for General Enquiries.

 Students of the Week

Year 10 - Luca.M (R10T1)

Year 11 - Ieva.B (R11E2)

Sixth Form - Kayla.O & Roisin.S (R1213)

Congratulations to the following students who have been 
awarded Student of the Week for week commencing 2nd 

June 2025. 

Supporting Your Child’s Wellbeing with 
Parenting Smart
Parenting Smart, created by the children’s mental health 
charity Place2Be, offers practical tips and guidance to support 
your child’s wellbeing. 

From managing screen time to handling big emotions, the 
website provides short, easy-to-follow articles and videos 
designed to help parents navigate everyday challenges with 
confidence. 

Explore helpful resources here: https://parentingsmart.
place2be.org.uk/

Aspire - Believe - Achieve

Young Minds is the UK’s leading charity committed to 
improving  the emotional wellbeing and mental health 
of children and young people. Just as people’s bodies 
can become unwell, people’s minds can become unwell 
too.

Young Minds offer information to young people and 
children about mental health and emotional wellbeing. 
If you need to talk, they can let you know about 
organisations that listen, plus they offer online support 
and info.

Young Minds

Spotlight on: A Level Drama & Theatre

Full course information can be found by visiting the following 
link on our website: A Level Drama & Theatre

The Performing Arts industry contributes approximately 
Four Billion to the UK economy? Do you enjoy performing 
and would like to pursue a career in the Arts? Do you have a 
passion for the theatre?

This course is designed to create industry professionals 
for stage and screen and develop essential academic skills 
and knowledge needed for a future in performance related 
careers. You will develop performance skills including acting, 
voice and movement in a highly practical environment and 
develop essential research and written skills as you learn 
about different theatre companies and practitioner work. 

Please ensure we have current contact information on file for you, including home address, mobile phone number, and email 
address. If any of your details have changed, email us at admin@basildonacademies.org.uk with the updated information.

Parent/Carer Updating Contact Information

http://www.escb.co.uk
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/contact-us
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/sixth%20form/september-2024/A7A2933848B419BFE5850138BB914B6A.pdf


Year 10 Students Write Letters of Thanks to WWII Veterans
Our Year 10 students took the time to write heartfelt replies to a group of World War II veterans who recently wrote to the 
school as part of the anniversary of VE Day.

The students' letters express their gratitude for the bravery, sacrifices, and service of the veterans, and reflect a deep 
appreciation for the impact their generation has had on the world today. These letters will be sent back to the veterans, as a 
small but meaningful gesture of thanks and remembrance.

We’re incredibly proud of the thought and respect shown in each message.



The admin team on both sites are welcoming to visitors and parents and have 
access to the new EAL translator tools which enable them to speak to each parent 
or child in their own language when needed.

Tassomai – Homework Learning Platform 
Tassomai is our designated homework platform for English, Maths, 
and Science. It provides students with daily challenges to support and 
reinforce their learning in these key subjects.

All parents/carers should have received an email invitation sent to 
the primary contact address listed on our MIS system. If you have not 
received this email, you can easily reset your password here: 
https://app.tassomai.com/password/reset

Username : school email address 
Password: SmartWayToStudy 
Students can change their password once they log in.

Parent/Carer Login:

Student Login:

We encourage parents to support their children in regularly using Tassomai to complete these daily challenges, which are 
a valuable tool for academic progress. For more information about Tassomai, please visit: https://www.tassomai.com/blog-
content 

Essex Sexual Health Service Webpages Dedicated to Secondary Parents & Carers
The Essex Sexual Health Service has a website dedicated to parents and carers. 
Parents can find a wealth of resources, including FAQs, insights into RSE, and 
advice on how to have those important conversations.
www.essexsexualhealthservice.org.uk/parents-and-carers/

https://app.tassomai.com/password/reset
https://www.tassomai.com/blog-content
https://www.tassomai.com/blog-content
https://essexsexualhealthservice.org.uk/parents-and-carers/


Follow The Basildon Upper Academy on our social media channels

There are a wide range of clubs and opportunities for pupils to contribute to the school and local community, 
for instance as charity ambassadors. This develops pupils’ self-confidence. Well-chosen visitors help pupils 
learn how to keep themselves safe and healthy.

You’ll usually need a high level of dance 

•
•
•

Let’s Talk Money

https://twitter.com/Basildon_UA
https://www.facebook.com/BasildonUpperAcademy
https://www.instagram.com/the_basildon_upper_academy/


Follow The Basildon Upper Academy on our social media channels

Absence Procedures
To report a student absence please visit the Contact Us page via the Basildon Upper Academy 
website and select the option for Attendance.

Please familiarise yourself with our attendance procedures found on the school website within the Parent Information 
section, so you know who and when you need to contact us. www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/attendance

•	 Parents/carers must contact the school by 8.30am each day their child is absent.
•	 If no reason has been received for a child’s absence, the Academy will initiate first day calling.
•	 Parent/carers may be asked for medical evidence to support absences after 3 days or 

reoccurring absence patterns.
•	 Wherever possible, parents/carers should make appointments outside of school hours. If this is unavoidable students 

should attend school before and after the appointment.

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/attendance


 

 

Basildon Upper Academy Drop-in:  
Fridays – Break and Lunchtime, The Medical Room 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

    SScchhooooll  NNuurrssee  DDrroopp--iinn  

  

SSeexxuuaall  HHeeaalltthh  &&  SSeexx  
RReellaattiioonnsshhiippss  
DDrruuggss  &&  AAllccoohhooll  
SSmmookkiinngg  
SSeexxuuaalliittyy  

  

  
YYoouu  ccaann  ttaallkk  ttoo  mmee  iinn  ccoonnffiiddeennccee  

aatt  ddrroopp--iinn  aabboouutt  tthhiinnggss  yyoouu’’rree  
wwoorrrriieedd  aabboouutt,,  bbuutt  mmaayybbee  ddoonn’’tt    
        wwaanntt  ttoo  ttaallkk  aabboouutt  wwiitthh  ootthheerr    

aadduullttss  
  

▪ EEmmoottiioonnaall  &&  PPhhyyssiiccaall  hheeaalltthh  
▪ EExxaamm  SSttrreessss  
▪ FFrriieennddsshhiipp  iissssuueess  

  
        SScchhooooll  nnuurrssee  ddoooorr  iiss  ooppeenn    
        aatt  bbrreeaakk  aanndd  lluunncchhttiimmeess    
        ffoorr  ppuuppiillss  ttoo  ddrroopp  iinn  

  
  

SScchhooooll  NNuurrssee  IInnffoo……  

Lauren 
Collins 

Safeguarding 
Support 

Allan 
Ersser 

NMC 
Registered 

Nurse 

Child and 
Young Person 
Practitioner 




