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Dates for the Diary

Student Value of the Term

House Points - Week Ending 8th March

Parent Drop In
Wednesday 13th March 2024 10am-11am

British Science Week  
Friday 8th - Sunday 17th March 2024

Year 10 & 12 Progress Review
Wednesday 13th March 2024 - 3:45pm-6:30pm

Presentation Evening 
Wednesday 27th March 2024 - 4pm-5pm

Bank Holiday
Friday 29th March 2024

Leadership Message

Easter Holidays
Monday 1st - Friday 12th April 2024

S.Szuszkiewicz - Deputy Headteacher

Parent Drop In -  Wednesday 13th March
This week's Parent Drop In will be on Wednesday 13th March, between 10am and 
11am. 

There will be no need to book an appointment, just sign in at reception and staff 
will be happy to show you to the venue. There is no set topic for the drop in 
sessions, if we are not able to answer any specific questions, we will follow up and 
then feedback to you.

At the Upper Academy we are always keen to develop students skills and ambitions. This academic year we are working with 
the Skills Builder Partnership to measure and build essential work based skills for our students to enable them to thrive in 
education, employment and entrepreneurship. These are the skills which 'almost anyone needs to do almost any job'. 

The programme is supported by research and has been developed with businesses and employers and aims to develop 
highly transferable skills. The eight skills that the programme looks to develop are outlined below:

Each skill is broken down into 16 steps, starting at absolute beginner through to mastery. Our aim is to incorporate these 
essential skills into students lessons to enable them to develop and thrive. The Year 10 students will also be able to use these 
skills during their work experience placement which runs from 22nd April to 3rd May. 

There is also the opportunity for parents and employers to be involved in the delivery, if you are interested in supporting 
please do let me know through the contact us section of the school website, using general enquires as your subject and 
naming skills builder in the message.



 National Careers Week
As part of National Careers Week, students participated in various career related activities and discussions, giving them the 
opportunity to explore different career pathways and, to share their future aspirations. 

“It is good to celebrate National Careers Week, so that we can explore what career we would like to do in the future.” 
Christina.K – Year 10

International Women's Day
On Friday 8th March, the Upper Academy celebrated International Women's Day, an event which is linked directly to our 
Student Value of 'Women's Rights Are Human Rights'. 

Students took part in a special International Women’s Day quiz and attended an assembly to celebrate and recognise the 
achievements and contributions of women throughout history. The assembly included the inspiring journey of the Lionesses, 
demonstrating what can be achieved when women are included.

“It’s important to understand how women have impacted our lives.” Sophie.A – Year 10



Safeguarding our students is at the forefront of everything 
we do. Parents and carers can access information via the 
following link www.escb.co.uk which offers guidance and 
signposts to resources on various safeguarding issues. 
Please contact our safeguarding officers if you have any 
concerns about your own child or another student at the 
Academies.

Safeguarding

www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding

 Students of the Week

Year 10 - Nojus.K (R10E2)

Year 11 - Georgie.J (R11Z1)

Sixth Form - Remy.A (R1213)

Congratulations to the following students who have been 
awarded Student of the Week for week commencing 4th 

March 2024. 

Spotlight on: A Level Mathematics & 
Further Mathematics

Full course information can be found by visiting the following 
link on our website: A Level Maths

Home Learning
If you have any queries regarding home learning, 
including access issues or, to celebrate the work your 
child has completed at home, please visit the Contact Us 
page via the Basildon Upper Academy website and select 
the option for General Enquiries.

Applications for September 2024 admissions to our Sixth 
Form are now open. The online application form can be 
completed by visiting the  following link: 
Sixth Form Apply to Join 

Mathematics at AS and Advanced GCE is a course worth 
studying not only as a supporting subject for the physical 
and social sciences, but in its own right.

It builds on work students will have met at GCSE, but also 
involves new ideas that some of the greatest minds of the 
millennium have produced. It serves as a very useful support 
for many other qualifications as well as being a sought 
after qualification for the workplace and courses in higher 
education. A Level Mathematics can be taken without Further 
Mathematics.

 WizeUp Financial Education Workshop
As part of National Careers Week, Sixth Form students participated in a Financial Education Workshop delivered by Sophia 
from WizeUp, in association with the Jack Petchey Foundation.

The main purpose of the workshop was to enhance the financial literacy of our students, particularly on topics of taxation 
and pensions, enabling our students to make informed & positive financial choices in the future.

 “I found the workshop really helpful and I now have a better understanding of the different types of taxes.” Kevin.M - Year 13

“The session was packed with essential information about tax and pensions.” Keanu.D - Year 13

“Before the workshop I had no knowledge of income tax. The workshop was very informative and has helped me become a 
lot more aware of my finances for the future.” Shanoya.W - Year 12

“We really enjoyed listening to Sophia share her knowledge about taxes and pensions. She used very easy examples, and 
now we understand more about pensions and how to calculate the tax for each salary band.”
Erika.D, Roza.G and Sabreen.H - Year 13

http://www.escb.co.uk
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/sixth%20form/147212131B98022825398B9141A9A366.pdf
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/contact-us
https://basixthform.applicaa.com/2024applications


 Well done Year 11
Well done to our Year 11 students, who were recently rewarded for demonstrating resilience, dedication, and maturity 
towards their recent AP2 GCSE mock exams. Each student received a free hot chocolate and cookie. 

 Year 12 Enjoy Taster Day at Portsmouth University
On Tuesday 5th March, Year 12 Social Sciences students visited Portsmouth University to take part in a variety of workshops 
that covered aspects from degree courses linked with Criminology, Psychology and Sociology units. Students also explored 
the campus to get a feel for university life!

"It was really interesting to hear the lady, Zoe, talk about crime scene investigations." Remy.A

"I didn't realise how effective it was to use bugs to determine time of death, we even got to see the bugs." Paige.J

Prom Donations
As we are approaching Prom 2024, we are looking to see if any of you have any suitable pre-loved 
suits that you wouldn’t mind kindly donating to our in-house Prom Shop!

This is set up to support students who may not have access to a smart suit.

Any donations will be gratefully received into the reception office on either site.



SEND Department Coffee Mornings
We are delighted to offer our parents/carers the opportunity to meet with members of 
our SEND Department to discuss their child’s progress. Coffee mornings are held at the 
Upper Academy from 11am – 12pm every Tuesday. 

To book an appointment please visit the Contact Us page via the Basildon Upper Academy 
website and select the option for General Enquiries.

What Qualifications do you 
need to do this job?

To become an order picker, you need to:
Have at least 6 months of experience as an 

order selector.
Possess basic math skills.

Have basic computer skills.
Demonstrate good communication skills.

Possess good problem-solving skills.
Have knowledge of safety guidelines and 
regulations for operating equipment in a 

warehouse environment.

Job of the Week: 
Order Picker

What does an Order Picker do?
Order pickers are advanced industrial devices 
designed to streamline the retrieval process in 
storage and distribution settings. These pieces of 
equipment empower workers to access merchandise 
stored at considerable heights in safety and with 
ease.
As an Order Picker you will gather items to prepare 
for shipping and assist with inventory movement 
throughout the warehouse.

Labour Market Information
• UK jobs: 15,042
• Essex jobs: 522 (1st of 214 UK LEAs)
• Top 5 LEAs: Essex (522), Kent (507), Surrey (454), Hampshire 

(405), Leicestershire (375)

Let’s Talk Money
UK annual median: £23,400

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/contact-us


Absence Procedures
To report a student absence please visit the Contact Us page via the Basildon Upper Academy 
website and select the option for Attendance.

• Parents/carers must contact the school by 8.30am each day their child is absent.
• If no reason has been received for a child’s absence, the Academy will initiate first day calling.
• Parents/carers must provide medical evidence to support all absences due to illness or medical 

appointments.
• Wherever possible parents/carers should make appointments outside of school hours but if this is unavoidable students 

should attend school before and after the appointment.
• If no appropriate medical evidence is provided then the Academies cannot authorise an absence. (ie. medical 

appointment card, prescription, doctor’s letter.)

For further information and guidance regarding attendance and absence please visit our website:
www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/attendance

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/attendance


Follow The Basildon Upper Academy on our social media channels

As staff have felt empowered and confident to come forward with their own 
ideas new developments have flourished. A great example of this is the school 
play currently taking place which is the first for many years and has been a great 
opportunity for students and the school to showcase their talents to their school 
community and the wider community.

https://twitter.com/Basildon_UA
https://www.facebook.com/BasildonUpperAcademy
https://www.instagram.com/the_basildon_upper_academy/



