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Dates for the Diary

Presentation Event - Invitation Only
Thursday 11th December 2025: 3.30pm-4.30pm

Year 11 AP1 Assessments
Monday 17th November - Friday 5th December 2025

Last Day of Autumn Term
Friday 19th December 2025 - Students finish at 12:30pm

First Day of Spring Term 
Tuesday 6th January 2026

Student Value of the Term

House Points - Week Ending 28th November

Year 10 AP1 Assessments 
Monday 19th - Friday 30th January 2026

Leadership Message 

S.Bellenie
Assistant Headteacher
Raising Standards Lead

Our Year 11 students have now completed the first phase of their Autumn exams, with the last written papers being 
completed today. They have displayed a great attitude to learning and shown tremendous resilience, so thank you for 
your support during this time.  

Over the next two weeks, students will be taking practical exams in Art, Photography, 3D Design and Engineering, giving 
them the opportunity to rehearse for their exams next Summer. As with the written exams, this will also provide us with 
essential information on how we can best support students to achieve their full potential in the final exams.

The practical exams will run alongside our normal teaching timetable, so students not taking an exam will be attending 
their normal lessons.  

The results of these exams will be shared with students on Thursday 15th January, and their full report will be available 
on the My Child at School (MCAS) app by Friday 16th January. Alongside the summary page detailing the GCSE grade, 
the full report will identify both areas of strength and any gaps in understanding. This will allow teachers and students 
to focus on those areas that will have the greatest impact on outcomes, so they have the best chance of securing their 
chosen post-16 destination. 

Thanks again for your continued support during this time, and if there is anything further we can do 
to support your child – or you need assistance with the MCAS app -  please let me know using the 
Contact Us page on our website, selecting the option for General Enquires. 

Parent Drop In - Wednesday 3rd December
This week's Parent Drop In will be on Wednesday 3rd December between 11.30am 
and 12.30pm.

There will be no need to book an appointment, just sign in at reception and staff 
will be happy to show you to the venue. There is no set topic for the drop in 
sessions, if we are not able to answer any specific questions, we will follow up 
and then feedback to you.

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/contact-us


Safeguarding our students is at the forefront of everything 
we do. Parents and carers can access information via the 
following link www.escb.co.uk which offers guidance and 
signposts to resources on various safeguarding issues. 
Please contact our safeguarding officers if you have any 
concerns about your own child or another student at the 
Academies.

Safeguarding

www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding

Home Learning
If you have any queries regarding home learning, 
including access issues or, to celebrate the work your 
child has completed at home, please visit the Contact Us 
page via the Basildon Upper Academy website and select 
the option for Home Learning/Homework.

Year 10 Work Experience 2026 

The Work Experience process for our current Year 10 students has officially begun.
All key information, guidance, and forms can now be found on our website: 
www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/year-10-work-experience-2026

We encourage parents and students to review the details together and begin 
exploring potential placements early.

A Level Chemistry

Full course information can be found by visiting the following 
link on our website: A Level Chemistry

Chemistry is a rewarding but demanding course, which sets 
the subject within a relevant and modern-day framework. It 
suits those of you who like to ask the questions 'why','how' 
and 'what' and are keen to find out the answers.

The key emphasis is on an enjoyable challenge throughout 
the course, combining topics which stretch even the 
most able with a healthy dose of traditional investigative 
Chemistry where students learn the skills of working in a 
lab  hands-on.

Aspire - Believe - Achieve

 Students of the Week

Year 10 - Olivia.G (R10E1)

Year 11 - Gabija.B (R11E1)

Congratulations to the following students who have been 
awarded Student of the Week for week commencing 24th 

November 2025. 

For more information on the risks of teen cryptocurrency trading and guidance 
for parents and carers, visit: www.basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/
articles/cryptocurrency

Online Safety Hub: Cryptocurrency - The Risks for Teen Traders

The Online Safety Hub is an online resource with lots of expert advice and guidance to 
help find out how to keep our young people safe online.  You can access it for free here: 
Online Safety Hub - The Basildon Academies

Have you heard your teen mentioning ‘crypto’ and ‘Dogecoin’ or noticed they’ve 
developed a sudden interest in Elon Musk’s X feed? The number of teens entering 
the world of cryptocurrency trading is on the rise; however, some wellbeing experts 
are starting to raise concerns about this growing trend. 

Chemistry remains one of the most highly regarded A levels 
by top universities to study.

http://www.escb.co.uk
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/year-10-work-experience-2026
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/sixth%20form/2025/D15A5837B5D27358C70E690303FF43BF.pdf
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/articles/cryptocurrency-the-risks-for-teen-traders-1
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/articles/cryptocurrency-the-risks-for-teen-traders-1
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/


Year 10 Students Explore CV Writing with DWP Workshop
As part of the Academies’ careers programme, we were pleased to welcome Andrea and Gill from the Department for Work 
and Pensions (DWP) last week. They delivered introductory CV workshops to our Year 10 students, helping them explore 
what a CV is, identify their key skills and personal qualities, and start thinking about how to present themselves for future 
opportunities.

These sessions provided students with a strong starting point, and they will continue developing their CVs with support from 
parents, carers, and professionals as they prepare for future pathways and work experience.

Our Year 10 students engaged enthusiastically throughout the workshops, demonstrating a keen interest in developing their 
skills and planning for the future.

“The session was very engaging and detailed. What we learned was very important and will help develop my future.” Rezia.O

“This workshop really helped me with writing future CVs and helped me realise the good qualities I have, even from simple 
hobbies.” Sofia.D

“The CV-writing workshop has really helped me as I have my work experience in April. I will continue to work on my CV for 
the future, and this workshop was very fun.” Kaci.C

“I found this very educational and it helped me understand the importance of having a CV and listing the achievements I 
have. It also gave me confidence.” Declan.P

“I found the workshop fun, and it has helped me understand how to write a CV.” Lillie.S

“This experience was very enriching. It was a lovely session that gave me the confidence and skills to create a CV.”
Oskar.M

“The CV workshop very engaging. I enjoyed it a lot and loved reflecting on my personal skills and achievements.”
Mia.L



Christmas Jumper Day – 19th December
All students are invited to take part in this year’s Christmas Jumper Day 
on the last day of term, Friday 19th December.

The Basildon Academies are raising money for Save the Children, and 
we ask that all students taking part make a small donation. Staff will 
be at the front door with collection buckets to greet students as they 
arrive.

Please note that this is not a non-uniform day. Students are expected 
to wear full school uniform, with the option to add a festive jumper in 
place of their school jumper or blazer.

New Pitsea Community Mural Unveiled
Co-created by students from the Upper Academy and Northlands 
Primary School for a project led by K&B Designs and Creative 
Basildon, a vibrant new community mural has now been unveiled 
in the heart of Pitsea.

These combined contributions have been brought to life in a striking and colourful public artwork that celebrates the 
spirit of Pitsea and amplifies the voices of its young people.

We are proud that our students were part of this collaborative community project, helping to create a mural that will be 
enjoyed for years to come.

If you’re in the area, we encourage you to visit the finished mural at Northlands Pavement and experience the creativity 
and community pride on display.

Located at Northlands Pavement, the mural was developed from 
ideas gathered during the Pitsea Community Mural workshops 
held in October. Year 10 students from the Upper Academy and 
pupils from Northlands Primary each took part in dedicated 
sessions, sharing what Pitsea means to them through colours, 
themes, words, and imagery.



Sixth Form Success in the UK Maths Trust Challenge
Congratulations to our sixth form students who recently participated in the prestigious UK Maths Trust Challenge 
competition!

This national online challenge encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of thought, and problem-solving skills.

We are proud to highlight the outstanding performances of Vanessa.O, Jayden.A and Patrick.B who received a Bronze 
Award. 

A special commendation goes to Jan.S who achieved a Gold Award and secured an invitation to the Andrew Jobbings 
Senior Kangaroo 2025 follow-on round; an exceptional accomplishment.

Well done to all participants for their hard work and dedication. The Academy is extremely proud of your achievements!



Year 10 STEM Opportunity
Anglia Ruskin University and the Chelmsford Science & Engineering 
Society are offering a FREE 15-week Saturday Club specifically for 
Year 10 students interested in Science and Engineering.

Participants will:
• Work in ARU’s Super Lab and engineering workshops
• Explore real-world STEM challenges
• Take part in masterclasses & industry visits
• Join national events run by the National Saturday Club

Sessions run on Saturday mornings from January 2026. Spaces 
are limited, so early applications are advised.

For full details and to apply, please visit: https://cses.org.uk/

Young Minds is the UK’s leading charity committed to 
improving  the emotional wellbeing and mental health 
of children and young people. Just as people’s bodies can 
become unwell, people’s minds can become unwell too.

Young Minds offer information to young people and 
children about mental health and emotional wellbeing. 
If you need to talk, they can let you know about 
organisations that listen, plus they offer online support 
and info.

Young Minds

Aspire - Believe - Achieve

https://cses.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/


Follow The Basildon Upper Academy on our social media channels

The school is determined that all pupils can access the curriculum. All pupils in key stage 4 now study French. 
The school offers pupils a wide range of vocational courses as well as GCSE and A-level qualifications. Pupils 
are prepared well for the next stage of their education or employment.

Word of the Day

https://twitter.com/Basildon_UA
https://www.facebook.com/BasildonUpperAcademy
https://www.instagram.com/the_basildon_upper_academy/


Absence Procedures
Please let us know as soon as possible if your child is unable to attend school, ideally by 8am, by 
email to upperattendance@basildonacademies.org.uk or by calling 01268 498882.

Please familiarise yourself with our attendance procedures found on the school website within the Parent Information 
section, so you know who and when you need to contact us. www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/attendance

•	 Parents/carers must contact the school by 8.30am each day their child is absent.
•	 If no reason has been received for a child’s absence, the Academy will initiate first day calling.
•	 Parent/carers may be asked for medical evidence to support absences after 3 days or 

reoccurring absence patterns.
•	 Wherever possible, parents/carers should make appointments outside of school hours. If this is unavoidable students 

should attend school before and after the appointment.

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/attendance




https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vG80A8LlSoq0fw7sbguPeA#/registration


 

 

Basildon Upper Academy Drop-in:  
Monday Breaks & Lunchtimes Medical Room 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

    SScchhooooll  NNuurrssee  DDrroopp--iinn  

  

SSeexxuuaall  HHeeaalltthh  &&  SSeexx  
RReellaattiioonnsshhiippss  
DDrruuggss  &&  AAllccoohhooll  
SSmmookkiinngg  
SSeexxuuaalliittyy  

  

  
YYoouu  ccaann  ttaallkk  ttoo  mmee  iinn  ccoonnffiiddeennccee  

aatt  ddrroopp--iinn  aabboouutt  tthhiinnggss  yyoouu’’rree  
wwoorrrriieedd  aabboouutt,,  bbuutt  mmaayybbee  ddoonn’’tt    
        wwaanntt  ttoo  ttaallkk  aabboouutt  wwiitthh  ootthheerr    

aadduullttss  
  

▪ EEmmoottiioonnaall  &&  PPhhyyssiiccaall  hheeaalltthh  
▪ EExxaamm  SSttrreessss  
▪ FFrriieennddsshhiipp  iissssuueess  

  
        SScchhooooll  nnuurrssee  ddoooorr  iiss  ooppeenn    
        aatt  bbrreeaakk  aanndd  lluunncchhttiimmeess    
        ffoorr  ppuuppiillss  ttoo  ddrroopp  iinn  

  
  

SScchhooooll  NNuurrssee  IInnffoo……  

Lauren 
Collins 

Safeguarding 
Support 

Allan 
Ersser 

NMC 
Registered 

Nurse 

Child and 
Young Person 
Practitioner 


