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House Points - Week Ending 11th September

Student Value of the Term

Black Lives Matter

7,884 7,156 6,600
Ali Seacole Hawking Austen

  

Year 10 AP1 Assessments
Monday 28th September - Friday 2nd October 2026

Greet, Meet, Eat - Parent Event
Thursday 17th September 2026 - 5.30pm-6.30pm

Upper Academy Sixth Form Open Evening
Thursday 1st October 2026: 5pm-7pm

Meet the Tutor - Parent Event 
Monday 5th October 2026: 3.15pm-4.30pm

Half Term
Monday 26th - Friday 30th October 2026

Dates for the Diary

7,720

Leadership Message

R.Drisdale - Attendance Champion

We would like to say a huge thank you to our students and families for the positive start to the school year. We are especially 
grateful to those students who arrive on time, every day, ready to learn.

Good attendance and punctuality are very important. Every lesson matters, and being in school helps students build 
knowledge, develop skills, and achieve their best. Regular attendance is also linked to better future opportunities, including 
further education, training, and employment.

School is about more than learning in lessons. It is also where young people make friends, build confidence, take part in 
activities, and feel part of a community. When students attend regularly, they strengthen friendships and help create a 
positive environment for everyone. Their presence encourages others and makes our school community stronger.

We know that sometimes families face challenges that can affect attendance. If there is anything 
making it difficult for your child to attend school, please contact us through the Contact Us page 
so that we can offer support.

We are proud of our students and their efforts. To celebrate positive attendance and punctuality, 
we will be offering weekly and half-termly rewards throughout the year. Together, we can help 

every student get the most from school.

Parent Drop In 
Our next Parent Drop In will be on Tuesday 22nd September between 11am and 12pm.

There will be no need to book an appointment, just sign in at reception and staff will be 
happy to show you to the venue. There is no set topic for the drop in sessions, if we are not 
able to answer any specific questions, we will follow up and then feedback to you. 

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/contact-us


Year 11 Students Take Part in Road Safety Workshop

Safeguarding

Safeguarding our students is at the forefront of everything we do. Parents and carers 
can access information via the following link www.escb.co.uk which offers guidance and 
signposts to resources on various safeguarding issues. Please contact our safeguarding 
officers if you have any concerns about your own child or another student at the 
Academies.

www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding

Uniform Exchange Scheme

If you have uniform that your child has outgrown, please bring it in and see if there is 
something in the exchange shop that has been donated that you can simply swap your 
item for. We are still gratefully receiving donations of jumpers, shirts, trousers and PE kits 
that are in pre-loved condition and these can be donated via the reception office on 
either site.

Please remember, the Uniform Exchange shop is located at the Lower Academy, is open 
from 8am – 3:30pm Monday – Friday and is accessible via the school office.

Our Year 11 students recently took part in another powerful road safety workshop 
delivered by the Safer Essex Roads Partnership (SERP).

The session brought the realities of road safety to life through a multi-media 
theatre performance, exploring the risks associated with speeding, drink and 
drug driving, not wearing seatbelts and distractions.

Through dramatic scenes, monologues, sound effects and visuals, students saw 
how everyday decisions, distractions and peer pressure can have serious and 
long-lasting consequences.

The workshop supports SERP’s Vision Zero aim to eliminate deaths and serious 
injuries on Essex roads by 2040, while helping our students prepare for the 
responsibilities and risks they will face as young drivers and passengers.

The visit gave students an important opportunity to reflect on their own choices, 
the choices of others and the importance of speaking up and looking out for 
each other on the road.

“The Road Safety Workshop was a great way to learn about road safety and was 
really interesting. The performance showed us what could happen if you drink and 
drive, use your phone while driving or get distracted by eating. It was a great opportunity to learn and ask questions.” 
Gracie-Mae.M

“I really enjoyed the workshop because it showed us the right and wrong things to do on the road. We learned about the 
legal alcohol limit for driving and the Safer Essex Roads Partnership’s Vision Zero aim to reduce deaths and serious injuries 
on the road to zero. I learned a lot and really enjoyed the workshop.” Stevie-Lee.G

https://www.escb.co.uk/
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding


Careers Pro: Helping Your Child Explore Future Pathways

Help your child feel confident about their future with Careers Pro, an interactive online 
platform that matches young people with careers suited to their interests, skills, and 
personality.

Through a fun quiz, your child will receive personalised career suggestions and learn 
what each role involves. They can also add their current skills or experiences, and 
Careers Pro will highlight where these can be transferred into different career paths.

The platform outlines all the possible routes into each career — from GCSEs, A Levels, 
and university to apprenticeships, short courses, and work experience — helping you 
and your child understand every option available.

With Careers Pro, your child can explore their potential and make informed decisions about their future.

Please click the link to access: https://www.careerspro.co.uk/the-basildon-upper-academy

Kooth - Free Online 
Counselling Service
www.kooth.com is a free, confidential, safe and 
anonymous way for young people, aged 11-18, to 
ask for help from a team of highly qualified and 
experienced counsellors and support workers.

Kooth is a well-established, award winning 
online counselling agency and is accredited by 
The British Association of Psychotherapy and 
Counselling (BACP). 

School Catering Information
Looking for our latest lunch and break time menus, as well as current prices?

All catering information can be found on our Catering page:

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/catering

Here you can view:
• Lunch menus
• Break time menus
• Food and drink prices
• Information about our catering provision

We encourage students and parents/carers to check the page regularly for the latest menu options. 

https://www.careerspro.co.uk/the-basildon-upper-academy
https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/catering




Absence Procedures
Please let us know as soon as possible if your child is unable to attend school, ideally by 
8am, by email to lowerattendance@basildonacademies.org.uk or by calling 01268 498882.

•	 Parents/carers must contact the school by 8.30am each day their child is absent.
•	 If no reason has been received for a child’s absence, the Academy will initiate first day calling.
•	 Parent/carers may be asked for medical evidence to support absences after 3 days or 

reoccurring absence patterns.
•	 Wherever possible, parents/carers should make appointments outside of school hours. If this 

is unavoidable students should attend school before and after the appointment.

Please familiarise yourself with our attendance procedures found on the school website within the Parent Information 
section, so you know who and when you need to contact us. www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/attendance

Online Safety Hub - A Parent’s Guide to Minecraft
Minecraft is one of the most popular games among children and young people, 
encouraging creativity, collaboration, and exploration. However, it’s important for 
parents to understand the potential risks involved, including in-game communication, 
inappropriate content, and screen time.

The Online Safety Hub is an online resource with lots of expert advice and guidance 
to help find out how to keep our young people safe online. You can access it for free 
here: Online Safety Hub - The Basildon Academies

Click here to access information and support on safety settings, setting boundaries, 
and talking to your child about Minecraft.

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/attendance
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/reviews/minecraft


Follow Us 

https://www.facebook.com/BasildonUpperAcademy
https://www.instagram.com/the_basildon_upper_academy/


Follow Us  

 

Basildon Upper Academy Drop-in:  
Monday Breaks & Lunchtimes Medical Room 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

    SScchhooooll  NNuurrssee  DDrroopp--iinn  

  

SSeexxuuaall  HHeeaalltthh  &&  SSeexx  
RReellaattiioonnsshhiippss  
DDrruuggss  &&  AAllccoohhooll  
SSmmookkiinngg  
SSeexxuuaalliittyy  

  

  
YYoouu  ccaann  ttaallkk  ttoo  mmee  iinn  ccoonnffiiddeennccee  

aatt  ddrroopp--iinn  aabboouutt  tthhiinnggss  yyoouu’’rree  
wwoorrrriieedd  aabboouutt,,  bbuutt  mmaayybbee  ddoonn’’tt    
        wwaanntt  ttoo  ttaallkk  aabboouutt  wwiitthh  ootthheerr    

aadduullttss  
  

▪ EEmmoottiioonnaall  &&  PPhhyyssiiccaall  hheeaalltthh  
▪ EExxaamm  SSttrreessss  
▪ FFrriieennddsshhiipp  iissssuueess  

  
        SScchhooooll  nnuurrssee  ddoooorr  iiss  ooppeenn    
        aatt  bbrreeaakk  aanndd  lluunncchhttiimmeess    
        ffoorr  ppuuppiillss  ttoo  ddrroopp  iinn  

  
  

SScchhooooll  NNuurrssee  IInnffoo……  

Lauren 
Collins 

Safeguarding 
Support 

Allan 
Ersser 

NMC 
Registered 

Nurse 

Child and 
Young Person 
Practitioner 


