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Dates for the Diary

Bank Holiday
Monday 4th May 2026

Year 10 Work Experience
Monday 20th April - Friday 1st May 2026

Half Term 
Monday 25th May - Friday 29th May 2026

Year 10 AP2 Assessments
Monday 22nd June - Friday 3nd July 2026

Student Value of the Term

House Points - Week Ending 17th April

Year 12 AP2 Assessments
Monday 22nd - Friday 26th June 2026

A Clear Focus on Mobile Phones: Supporting Learning, Wellbeing and Culture
As part of our continued drive to strengthen culture and community across the school, we are placing a renewed and 
explicit focus on our mobile phone expectations.

Our position is simple: mobile phones should be not seen, not heard during the school day.

Working together - Our expectations are clear and consistent for all students, and we will continue to apply them firmly 
and fairly. Where phones are seen or heard, sanctions will be applied in line with our behaviour policy.

We appreciate the strong support many of you have already shown in reinforcing this expectation-it is making a real 
difference.

1. Improved focus and learning - Mobile phones are one of the biggest distractions for students. Without them, students 
are more engaged in lessons, able to concentrate for longer, and more likely to achieve their potential.

2. Better behaviour and fewer disruptions - Phones can often be at the centre of low-level disruption and conflict. 
Removing them helps create calmer classrooms where teachers can teach and students can learn without interruption.

3. Safer school environment - Limiting phone use reduces the risks associated with social media, including online conflict 
spilling into school, filming incidents, and safeguarding concerns. It allows staff to deal with issues quickly and appropriately.

4. Stronger relationships and social interaction - When phones are away, students talk to each other. We are already 
seeing more positive interactions, improved friendships, and a stronger sense of community across social times.

5. Supporting wellbeing - Constant notifications and online pressures can impact students’ mental health. Time away 
from phones during the school day provides a valuable break and supports overall wellbeing.

This approach is fully aligned with the direction set by the Department for Education, which has been clear in its guidance 
to schools: limiting mobile phone use is essential to improving behaviour, safeguarding students, and ensuring classrooms 
remain focused learning environments.

Why this matters - Removing mobile phones from the school day is not about being restrictive-it is about creating the 
very best environment for young people to thrive. Research and national guidance highlight several key benefits:

However, the success of this approach relies on strong partnership with you. You can support us by:

•  Ensuring your child understands the school’s expectations before they leave home
•  Encouraging them to keep phones switched off and out of sight
•  Reinforcing the importance of focusing on learning during the school day

If there is a genuine need to contact your child during the day, please do so via the school office-we will always ensure 
messages are passed on promptly.



 Students of the Week

Year 10 - Ryan.B (R10EPAM)

Year 11 - May.G (R11E1)

Sixth Form - Erika.E (R1213)

Congratulations to the following students who have been 
awarded Student of the Week for week commencing 13th 

April 2026. 

Spotlight on: A Level Geography

Full course information can be found by visiting the 
following link on our website: A Level Geography

Simply put, Geography is our future. When we look at any 
issue with the balance and scrutiny that geographical study 
offers, we move beyond the media hype or political spin. 
Geography allows us to see the world more clearly. (Tom 
Biebrach)

Geography is unique in that it helps students to see the 
world as a whole instead of split up into subject boxes. 
Geography examines the complex interaction of people 
and their natural environment and helps understand that 
decisions and actions will have an impact on the world. 

Safeguarding our students is at the forefront of everything 
we do. Parents and carers can access information via the 
following link www.escb.co.uk which offers guidance and 
signposts to resources on various safeguarding issues. 
Please contact our safeguarding officers if you have any 
concerns about your own child or another student at the 
Academies.

Safeguarding

www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding

Home Learning
If you have any queries regarding home learning, 
including access issues or, to celebrate the work your 
child has completed at home, please visit the Contact 
Us page via the Basildon Upper Academy website and 
select the option for Home Learning/Homework. Aspire - Believe - Achieve

Parent Drop In - Thursday 23rd April
This week's Parent Drop In will be on Thursday 23rd April  between 10am and 11am.

There will be no need to book an appointment, just sign in at reception and staff will be 
happy to show you to the venue. There is no set topic for the drop in sessions, if we are 
not able to answer any specific questions, we will follow up and then feedback to you. 

Please note, if your matter is of a confidential nature, we kindly ask that you call the 
school to arrange a separate appointment, as parent drop-in sessions are not intended 
for one-to-one discussions.

In today’s digital world, young people may sometimes ignore rules around 
screen time, app use, or online behaviour, which can expose them to risks 
and impact their wellbeing. Click here to access information and support 
on managing digital disobedience, including practical advice for setting 
boundaries and encouraging safe, responsible online habits.

Online Safety Hub: Dealing With Digital Disobedience

The Online Safety Hub is an online resource with lots of expert advice and 
guidance to help find out how to keep our young people safe online.  You can 
access it for free here: The Basildon Academies Online Safety Hub

Geographers study the world at a local level and at an 
international level and bring together global political 
decisions, natural events and changes in lifestyles.

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/sixth%20form/2025/5F1273DCA74C6AE1D963013314C77125.pdf
http://www.escb.co.uk
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/contact-us
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/articles/dealing-with-digital-disobedience
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/


Important Reminder: Working Together to Keep Our School Neighbourhood Safe
In recent weeks, we have received communication from residents raising 
concerns about obstructions caused to properties at the start and end 
of the school day.

We appreciate we continue to ask you not to use the school carpark 
for drop off and collection of students however, we must ask that you 
remain respectful to our neighbours and not cause any obstruction 
to their properties or private driveways. The medical centre opposite 
should also not be used for the purpose of dropping off or collecting 
your child.

Please also be reminded that the yellow zigzag lines immediately in front of the school indicate that parking or stopping 
is strictly prohibited to maintain safety to all road users, including children crossing the road.

Thank you for your continued support.

Salon Instagram Channel

The Basildon Upper Academy has a dedicated Salon Instagram channel, where you can 
keep up to date with everything happening in our salon.

Follow the channel for:
•  Exclusive deals
•  Appointment updates
•  A behind-the-scenes look at our salon in action

We look forward to connecting with you and showcasing the exciting opportunities within our Salon. Access our new 
Instagram channel here: buasa_lon1 

Year 10 Students Celebrated in End-of-Term Awards
The final week of the Spring Term saw Year 10 students recognised for their 
achievements, as they received certificates celebrating their effort, progress, and 
positive contributions to school life. In total, over 150 certificates and 100 gift bags 
were presented.

Nominations were submitted by staff across a wide range of categories, ensuring 
that as many students as possible were acknowledged for their hard work and 
commitment.

https://www.instagram.com/buasa_lon1/#
https://www.instagram.com/buasa_lon1/#


Year 11 End of Term Celebration
Year 11 students were honoured in a special awards celebration to mark the end of the Spring Term and recognise their 
achievements as they enter the final months of Key Stage 4.

A wide range of awards were presented, celebrating both academic and non-academic achievements, including subject 
excellence, consistent effort, resilience, and a number of personality awards that recognised qualities such as kindness, 
leadership, positivity and contribution to the school community. Each award highlighted the unique strengths of the 
students and reflected the commitment, maturity and character they have developed throughout their time at school.

Preparing for GCSE Success
As students enter their final term and prepare for their upcoming GCSE 
examinations, the celebration provided a valuable opportunity to pause, 
reflect and acknowledge the dedication and perseverance they have shown, 
particularly in the lead-up to this important period. It was a meaningful moment 
to come together as a year group, celebrate individual and shared successes, 
and recognise how far they have come since starting their school journey. The 
event also served as a reminder of the support around them as they take these 
next important steps.

Miss Khan and Miss Byne are incredibly proud of all that the Year 11 students have achieved and the determination they 
have shown throughout their time at school. They would like to take this opportunity to wish every student the very best 
with their revision and upcoming exams, encouraging them to stay focused, confident and positive in the weeks ahead.

“Hard work beats talent when talent doesn’t work hard.”

Please ensure we have current contact information on file for you, including home address, mobile phone number, and email 
address. If any of your details have changed, email us at admin@basildonacademies.org.uk with the updated information.

Parent/Carer Updating Contact Information



Absence Procedures
Please let us know as soon as possible if your child is unable to attend school, ideally by 8am, by 
email to upperattendance@basildonacademies.org.uk or by calling 01268 498882.

•	 Parents/carers must contact the school by 8.30am each day their child is absent.
•	 If no reason has been received for a child’s absence, the Academy will initiate first day calling.
•	 Parent/carers may be asked for medical evidence to support absences after 3 days or 

reoccurring absence patterns.
•	 Wherever possible, parents/carers should make appointments outside of school hours. If this 

is unavoidable students should attend school before and after the appointment.



Follow The Basildon Upper Academy on our social media channels

The curriculum at Basildon Upper Academy is well thought out. It is carefully planned with staff from the 
Basildon Lower Academy. These plans identify what pupils need to know. It breaks down this knowledge 
into manageable chunks so that pupils can build on previous knowledge securely. There are frequent 
checks on what pupils have learned.

https://twitter.com/Basildon_UA
https://www.facebook.com/BasildonUpperAcademy
https://www.instagram.com/the_basildon_upper_academy/


Follow The Basildon Upper Academy on our social media channels


