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Dates for the Diary

Bank Holiday
Monday 4th May 2026

Year 10 Work Experience
Monday 20th April - Friday 1st May 2026

Half Term 
Monday 25th May - Friday 29th May 2026

Year 10 AP2 Assessments
Monday 22nd June - Friday 3nd July 2026

Student Value of the Term

House Points - Week Ending 24th April

Year 12 AP2 Assessments
Monday 22nd - Friday 26th June 2026

Leadership Message - Every student is capable of success!

Z.Grannon 
Assistant Headteacher & SENCO

At The Basildon Academies, we believe in providing every possible opportunity to develop the full potential of all 
students. Inclusive education is at the heart of our ethos. We actively foster pathways to ensure all students regardless of 
any vulnerability, disadvantage or circumstance complete a successful educational journey with us. 

Our recently refurbished SEND Intervention Room accommodates timetabled interventions and supported tuition in 
core subjects.

Students are given the opportunity to provide information and express their views about their SEND and the support 
provided. They are invited to participate in discussions and decisions about this support. This might include: 

• Explaining what their strengths and difficulties are 
• Contributing to setting targets or outcomes 
• Attending review meetings 
• Giving feedback on the effectiveness of interventions 

Student views are taken into consideration in making decisions that affect them, whenever possible.

Parents or carers of a student on the SEND register are invited to provide information and to express their views about 
the student’s SEND and the support provided. One Plans are updated termly. Students and their parents are included in 
discussions and decisions about this support.

All teachers are teachers of students with special educational needs and are responsible for ensuring that all students 
have access to high quality teaching, learning and assessment, adapting the curriculum to meet individual needs.

Students have access to our non-teaching pastoral team alongside their SEND support, including 
our specialist Wellbeing Room. The SEND Team and Heads of Year can be contacted through the 
Contact Us page on the Basildon Upper Academy website.

Please inform the school if you have any concerns about your child’s progress or development. The 
SEND Team can be contacted at upperSEN@basildonacademies.org.uk 

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/contact-us


Safeguarding our students is at the forefront of everything 
we do. Parents and carers can access information via the 
following link www.escb.co.uk which offers guidance and 
signposts to resources on various safeguarding issues. 
Please contact our safeguarding officers if you have any 
concerns about your own child or another student at the 
Academies.

Safeguarding

www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding

 Students of the Week
Congratulations to the following students who have been 
awarded Student of the Week for week commencing 20th 

April 2026. 

Year 10 - Joshua.T (R10E1)

Year 11 - Rebecca.B (R11E1)

Sixth Form - Eluney.B (R1213)

Home Learning
If you have any queries regarding home learning, 
including access issues or, please visit the Contact Us 
page via the Basildon Upper Academy website and select 
the option for Home Learning/Homework.

Student Portal
Within the Student Portal, you will find links to a range 
of resources and learning platforms that students can 
access to support their studies. The main page, which 
provides access to all key links, can be found here: 
Student Portal

Accessing the Student Portal also enables single sign-on, 
meaning students do not need any additional passwords 
for platforms such as SENECA. Students simply log in to 
the portal in the same way they would when logging in 
to a school computer.

Spotlight on: VTCT Level 1 and 2 
Hairdressing

Full course information can be found by visiting the following 
link on our website: VTCT Level 1 and 2 Hairdressing

This qualification is based on the hairdressing National 
Occupational Standards (NOS) and is recognised by the UK's 
leading professional body (The Hairdressing Council) as 
being fit for purpose for preparing students for a career as a 
junior hairdresser/stylist.

The aim of the course is to develop hairdressing skills and 
knowledge and it will also enable you to perform your 
own services and to assist others in the salon. Students 
will gather evidence for assessment through the study 
of mandatory and optional units, in a real working 
environment without the need for fee-paying clients.

Parent Drop In - Friday 1st May
This week's Parent Drop In will be on Friday 1st May between 9am and 10am.

There will be no need to book an appointment, just sign in at reception and staff will 
be happy to show you to the venue. There is no set topic for the drop in sessions, if we 
are not able to answer any specific questions, we will follow up and then feedback to 
you. Please note, if your matter is of a confidential nature, we kindly ask that you call the 
school to arrange a separate appointment, as parent drop-in sessions are not intended 
for one-to-one discussions.

https://www.escb.co.uk/
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/contact-us
http://basildonacademies.sharepoint.com/sites/BasildonAcademiesStudentPortal1/?CT=1664177723958&OR=OWA-NT&CID=b3297ffc-e46e-edc0-1e04-68720ddc4bb6
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/sixth%20form/809962D0F3D12BAEFA53FDA0843D6937.pdf


Year 10 Take First Steps into the World of Work
Last week, our first group of Year 10 students took part in their week-long work 
experience placements, marking an important step in preparing for life beyond 
school.

Students had the fantastic opportunity to work alongside professionals across a 
wide range of industries, gaining valuable insight into the world of work while 
developing key skills such as communication, teamwork and independence. 
From hands-on roles to customer-facing environments, students embraced the 
experience with enthusiasm and maturity.

Placement providers included a diverse range of organisations such as Hadleigh 
Farm, Advanced Metal Finishers, The Entertainer Toy Shop, Home Creations Essex 
Ltd, Tudor Lodge Luxury Boarding Kennels, local food retail businesses, Toomey 
Motor Group, Taylor Wimpey, Feelgood Fitness & Wellness Centre, CIS Security, 
ASTA, Hazmat Pro, and a number of primary and nursery schools. These varied 
placements allowed students to explore different career pathways and gain real-
world experience in environments suited to their interests.

We have received extremely positive feedback from employers, who praised our students for their professionalism, 
positive attitude and willingness to learn. They have represented the academy exceptionally well and made a strong 
impression across all placements.

We now look forward to hearing about the experiences of our second group of Year 10 students, who are taking part in 
their placements this week.

“I have loved working at the farm and have learned many different things, including being trained in animal handling 
to present animals to the public. I’ve really enjoyed the job, but I would say that not everything is as easy as it seems.” 
Declan.P - Hadleigh Farm

“I really feel this experience has helped build my confidence, and I have also learned a lot of new skills. I enjoy this work 
as I get to be hands-on, work with friendly people, and visit customers’ homes to measure up and learn about fitting.” 
Zeyed.K – Home Creations Essex Ltd.



Sixth Form Students Lead CPR Training Initiative
The Basildon Upper Academy has partnered with Essex & Herts Air Ambulance as part of the CPR Smart campaign, giving 
Sixth Form students the opportunity to become trained CPR ambassadors.

Working alongside the Air Ambulance team, students have developed the skills and confidence needed to deliver CPR 
training to their peers, helping to spread this vital, life-saving knowledge across the school community.

As part of the programme, students learned the DRS ABC approach (Danger, Response, Send for help, Airway, Breathing, 
CPR), practised compression-only CPR, and were shown how to use a defibrillator. They also gained hands-on experience 
using CPR training manikins, allowing them to apply their learning in realistic scenarios.

In the UK, the survival rate for out-of-hospital cardiac arrest is around 10%, often due to a lack of confidence in delivering 
CPR. Through this initiative, The Basildon Upper Academy and the CPR Smart campaign aim to ensure that all students 
receive CPR training from Sixth Form ambassadors, equipping them with the skills and confidence to respond in an 
emergency and potentially save lives.

"It was really interesting and fascinating to learn CPR and take part in the course. I now feel ready to teach others about 
it." Christina.K – Year 12

Year 11 Interventions
To support our Year 11 students as they enter the exam 
season, there will be additional revision sessions in English, 
Maths & Science each Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday. 

These will run from 3:00pm to 3:30pm, & students can 
choose which days to attend and which subjects to focus 
on. 

Attendance is optional, but has proven to really support 
revision & exam preparation.

Please ensure we have current contact information on file for you, including home address, mobile phone number, and email 
address. If any of your details have changed, email us at admin@basildonacademies.org.uk with the updated information.

Parent/Carer Updating Contact Information



Saturday School Supporting Year 11 GCSE Preparation
Saturday School is running each week to support Year 11 
students as they prepare for their upcoming GCSE summer 
exams.

These sessions provide valuable additional time for revision, 
allowing students to consolidate their learning and receive 
extra support in a focused environment.

Saturday School takes place at the Upper Academy from 
9:30am to 11:30am, and school uniform is not required.

All Year 11 students are encouraged to attend and make the 
most of this opportunity in the lead-up to their exams.

We look forward to seeing as many students as possible taking advantage of these sessions and supporting their journey 
to success.

Absence Procedures
Please let us know as soon as possible if your child is unable to attend school, ideally by 8am, by 
email to upperattendance@basildonacademies.org.uk or by calling 01268 498882.

Please familiarise yourself with our attendance procedures found on the school website within the Parent Information 
section, so you know who and when you need to contact us. www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/attendance

•	 Parents/carers must contact the school by 8.30am each day their child is absent.
•	 If no reason has been received for a child’s absence, the Academy will initiate first day calling.
•	 Parent/carers may be asked for medical evidence to support absences after 3 days or 

reoccurring absence patterns.
•	 Wherever possible, parents/carers should make appointments outside of school hours. If this is unavoidable students 

should attend school before and after the appointment.

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/attendance


Pupils in key stage 4 are well prepared for their next steps. They learn about a range of careers and, like 
students in the sixth form, they can study a range of vocational courses. Pupils with social, emotional and 
mental health needs (SEMH) who attend the school’s own provision also receive highly effective support 
that improves their behaviour and well-being.

Word of the Day

https://twitter.com/Basildon_UA
https://www.facebook.com/BasildonUpperAcademy
https://www.instagram.com/the_basildon_upper_academy/


For guidance and advice for parents and carers, visit: https://basildonacademies.
onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/articles/is-your-child-s-screen-stealing-their-sleep

Online Safety Hub: Is Your Child’s Screen Stealing Their Sleep (and Their Smarts)?

The Online Safety Hub is an online resource with lots of expert advice and guidance to 
help find out how to keep our young people safe online. You can access it for free here

Is your child scrolling late into the night or struggling to switch off from their screen? 
With many young people using devices right up until bedtime, experts are raising 
concerns about the impact on sleep, focus, and learning.

https://www.activeessex.org/MOVE-WITH-US/
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/articles/is-your-child-s-screen-stealing-their-sleep-and-their-smarts-
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/articles/is-your-child-s-screen-stealing-their-sleep-and-their-smarts-
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/


Attend everyday on time for 24 days
for your chance to be entered into this 

terms attendance competition. 
Winners will be announced May 22nd.

THROUGH THE DOORTHROUGH THE DOORTHROUGH THE DOOR

Easy Raffle Entry

£50 to win

EVENT rulesEVENT rulesEVENT rules

April 20th-April 20th-
May 22ndMay 22nd

April 20th-
May 22nd

1st Draw
£50 Lifestyle Voucher

prızesprızesprızes

2nd Draw
£10 Lifestyle Voucher

3rd Draw
£5 Lifestyle Voucher

For more information, pop downFor more information, pop down
to the attendance windowto the attendance window..

For more information, pop down
to the attendance window.

INFORMATIONINFORMATIONINFORMATION

FOR 24FOR 24  FOR 24 



 

 

Basildon Upper Academy Drop-in:  
Monday Breaks & Lunchtimes Medical Room 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

    SScchhooooll  NNuurrssee  DDrroopp--iinn  

  

SSeexxuuaall  HHeeaalltthh  &&  SSeexx  
RReellaattiioonnsshhiippss  
DDrruuggss  &&  AAllccoohhooll  
SSmmookkiinngg  
SSeexxuuaalliittyy  

  

  
YYoouu  ccaann  ttaallkk  ttoo  mmee  iinn  ccoonnffiiddeennccee  

aatt  ddrroopp--iinn  aabboouutt  tthhiinnggss  yyoouu’’rree  
wwoorrrriieedd  aabboouutt,,  bbuutt  mmaayybbee  ddoonn’’tt    
        wwaanntt  ttoo  ttaallkk  aabboouutt  wwiitthh  ootthheerr    

aadduullttss  
  

▪ EEmmoottiioonnaall  &&  PPhhyyssiiccaall  hheeaalltthh  
▪ EExxaamm  SSttrreessss  
▪ FFrriieennddsshhiipp  iissssuueess  

  
        SScchhooooll  nnuurrssee  ddoooorr  iiss  ooppeenn    
        aatt  bbrreeaakk  aanndd  lluunncchhttiimmeess    
        ffoorr  ppuuppiillss  ttoo  ddrroopp  iinn  

  
  

SScchhooooll  NNuurrssee  IInnffoo……  

Lauren 
Collins 

Safeguarding 
Support 

Allan 
Ersser 

NMC 
Registered 

Nurse 

Child and 
Young Person 
Practitioner 


