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Upper Academy Sixth Form Open Evening
Thursday 1st October 2026: 5pm-7pm

Year 10 AP1 Assessments
Monday 28th September - Friday 2nd October 2026

Meet the Tutor - Parent Event 
Monday 5th October 2026: 3.15pm-4.30pm

Year 11 AP1 Assessments
Monday 12th - Friday 23rd October 2026

Half Term
Monday 26th - Friday 30th October 2026

Dates for the Diary

21,146

A Warm Welcome from Enhanced Provisions

J.Stoddart
Senior Student Development Leader & Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead for Enhanced Provision

Welcome back to a new Academic Year from the Enhanced Provisions team. A special welcome to all students and families 
joining The Upper Academy for the first time this year. Our team is here to help every student feel safe, supported and 
ready to learn. We work closely with families to help young people grow in confidence, overcome challenges and achieve 
their best. Together, we encourage every student to Aspire, Believe and Achieve.

Thank you to everyone who attended our recent Greet, Meet & Eat event on 
Thursday 17th  September 2026. It was great to meet families and talk about:

Thank You for Joining Us

• GCSE and Post-16 expectations
• Attendance and punctuality
• Exam dates and assessments
• Curriculum Overview
• Revision and wellbeing support
• Careers, work experience and future pathways

We appreciate your support and look forward to working together throughout the year.

Looking Ahead

This term Enhance Provisions we will continue to provide personalised support through 
key workers, wellbeing sessions and regular reviews of progress. We will also keep families 
updated about:

• Progress and support plan meetings
• Wellbeing and enrichment activities
• Revision and exam preparation
• Targeted intervention support

To our students: we believe in you and are here to support you every step of the way. To our parents and carers: thank you 
for your continued support and partnership. We look forward to a successful year together.



Sixth Form Open Evening – Thursday 1st October

The Basildon Academies Sixth Form Team wish to invite you to attend our Open Evening on Thursday 1st  October 
2026, at the Upper Academy. Doors open from 5pm until 7pm.

During the evening you’ll have the opportunity to:

• Meet our passionate teaching staff, who will be showcasing their courses and will be available to answer your
  questions.
• Explore our fully equipped technology block, with live demonstrations in 3D printing, construction, and more.
• Visit open classrooms, including our E-Sports gaming room, photography dark room, and art exhibitions,
  alongside many other exciting courses.
• Discuss the application process in a relaxed setting, with staff on hand to guide you through every step.

We’re excited to share our passion, belief, and commitment to student success with you. Whether you’re a 
student considering your next steps or a parent supporting that journey, we look forward to welcoming you.



Student Voice: Helping Shape Our School Community
Our students are at the heart of the decisions we make. Through regular Student Voice meetings, they challenge 
us, share ideas and tell us what is working well and what needs to improve. Importantly, these conversations 
do not stay in the meeting room. Through our They Said, We Did updates, students, staff and families can see 
how feedback has directly influenced change across our academies. We want every student to know that their 
voice matters and that they have the power to help shape their school community.

For more information please visit: SPACE - Supporting Parents and Carers in Essex

SPACE is part of the Essex SEND Local Offer, providing support from trained Peer 
Educators with lived experience of raising a child with SEND. They offer parents/
carers workshops, online learning opportunities, community events, and a chance 
to speak with someone who understands.

SPACE (Support for Parents and Carers Essex) 

“I found the experience fun and engaging as it allowed me to share my 
opinions with senior members of the school and hopefully contribute to 
making positive changes. I also enjoyed supporting my peers’ points with 
information I had collected myself.” Harrison.S - Year 11

“I am very proud to be part of the Student Voice. It gives us the opportunity 
to raise concerns, provide feedback on school life and suggest ways that 
things could be improved. I think it is an excellent and effective panel. I 
feel privileged to be one of the voices representing other students, and I 
am happy that changes are made and that our voices are heard.”
Sammiat.B - Year 11

Please ensure we have current contact information on file for you, including home address, 
mobile phone number, and email address. If any of your details have changed, email us at 
admin@basildonacademies.org.uk with the updated information.

Parent/Carer Updating Contact Information

Essex ActivAte half term programmes provide free, fun and engaging 
activities for eligible children and young people during the October 
half term break. From sports and crafts to outdoor adventures and 
more, there are plenty of opportunities to stay active, make friends 
and try something new, alongside receiving nutritious meals and 
snacks.

Free October Half Term Clubs with Essex ActivAte 

Spaces are limited and can be booked directly with local clubs when 
they go live, with no Holiday Activities voucher code or referral required.

To find a club near you, visit the Find Your Active Activity Finder on the Active Essex website. Simply select ‘Programmes’ 
to view the upcoming half term activities, enter your local area, and book directly with the club using the contact details 
provided.

https://send.essex.gov.uk/search-support-groups-and-activities/space-supporting-parents-and-carers-essex
https://www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-activate/
https://www.activeessex.org/activity-finder/


Basildon Academies Sixth Form

Do you enjoy gaming? Do you love the idea of competitive gaming and the 
challenge of difficult games? Would you like an understanding of how the 
professional Esports industry  works? Perhaps you’d like a career as a professional 
gamer or to study Esports at university? 

Full course information can be found by visiting the following link on our website: Esports BTEC Level 3

Esports Btec Level 3

Parent Drop In 
Our next Parent Drop In will be on Tuesday 22nd September between 11am and 12pm.

There will be no need to book an appointment, just sign in at reception and staff will be 
happy to show you to the venue. There is no set topic for the drop in sessions, if we are not 
able to answer any specific questions, we will follow up and then feedback to you. 

Aspire - Believe - Achieve

Supporting Child Wellbeing 
with Parenting Smart
Parenting Smart, created by the children’s mental 
health charity Place2Be, offers practical tips and 
guidance to support your child’s wellbeing. 

From managing screen time to handling big 
emotions, the website provides short, easy-to-
follow articles and videos designed to help parents 
navigate everyday challenges with confidence. 

Explore helpful resources here: https://parentingsmart.
place2be.org.uk/

Young Minds
Young Minds is the UK’s leading charity committed to 
improving  the emotional wellbeing and mental health 
of children and young people. Just as people’s bodies 
can become unwell, people’s minds can become 
unwell too.

Young Minds offer information to young people 
and children about mental health and emotional 
wellbeing. If you need to talk, they can let you know 
about organisations that listen, plus they offer online 
support and info.

Endorsed by The British Esports Association, the Level 3 National Extended 
Certificate in Esports will give you a solid foundation in understanding how the 
Esports industry works.

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/sixth%20form/2025/7FC8A7A538B8A84A0C3850C14FBB6226.pdf
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/


Essex Sexual Health Service

www.essexsexualhealthservice.org.uk/parents-and-
carers/

The Essex Sexual Health Service has a website dedicated 
to parents and carers. Parents can find a wealth of 
resources, including FAQs, insights into RSE, and advice 
on how to have those important conversations.

Aspire - Believe - Achieve

Soluna – Mental Wellbeing Support for Young People

Soluna by Kooth is a free, confidential mental wellbeing service for young people aged 10–25, 
providing support online and through the Soluna app.

Young people can access one-to-one support from qualified practitioners, self-guided 
tools and resources, and moderated peer-support spaces covering topics such as anxiety, 
friendships, sleep, identity and exam stress. No referral is needed and there is no waiting 
list.

Soluna is designed to complement the support already available through school and can 
be accessed whenever young people need some additional support.

Find out more about Soluna: https://solunaapp.com/uk

Successful Meet, Greet & Eat Evenings
Last week, we held consecutive Meet, Greet & Eat events at the Lower and 
Upper Academies, welcoming parents, carers and families to meet our 
teams and find out more about the support and opportunities available 
to their children.

The evenings gave families the opportunity to learn more about school 
life, including curriculum, expectations, revision, careers, work experience, 
Sixth Form and future opportunities. Many families also stayed afterwards 
to speak with staff, ask questions and discuss how we can support their 
children.

Feedback from families was overwhelmingly positive, with many commenting on how supportive, welcoming and 
informative they found the events.

Thank you to all the parents and carers who joined us at our recent Meet, Greet & Eat events. It was a pleasure to welcome 
so many families and have the opportunity to meet and talk with you.

For those who would like to revisit the information shared during the events, or for those who were unable to attend, the 
presentations can be found here: Greet, Meet and Eat Parent Presentation

http://www.essexsexualhealthservice.org.uk/parents-and-carers/
http://www.essexsexualhealthservice.org.uk/parents-and-carers/
http://www.essexsexualhealthservice.org.uk/parents-and-carers/
https://solunaapp.com/uk
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/325C14EEC9DD8805AC717E55B69BE14B.pdf


Absence Procedures
Please let us know as soon as possible if your child is unable to attend school, ideally by 
8am, by email to lowerattendance@basildonacademies.org.uk or by calling 01268 498882.

•	 Parents/carers must contact the school by 8.30am each day their child is absent.
•	 If no reason has been received for a child’s absence, the Academy will initiate first day calling.
•	 Parent/carers may be asked for medical evidence to support absences after 3 days or 

reoccurring absence patterns.
•	 Wherever possible, parents/carers should make appointments outside of school hours. If this 

is unavoidable students should attend school before and after the appointment.

Please familiarise yourself with our attendance procedures found on the school website within the Parent Information 
section, so you know who and when you need to contact us. www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/attendance

Online Safety: Understanding the Risks of Snapchat

Social media platforms are a regular part of many young people’s lives, and it is important 
that parents and carers are aware of the potential risks they may present. The Children’s 
Society has published a helpful article highlighting some of the risks Snapchat can 
pose to children and young people, along with guidance to support safe and informed 
conversations at home.

For further information, please click here: https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-
do/blogs/the-risks-snapchat-poses-to-children

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/attendance
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/blogs/the-risks-snapchat-poses-to-children
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/blogs/the-risks-snapchat-poses-to-children


Follow Us 

https://www.facebook.com/BasildonUpperAcademy
https://www.instagram.com/the_basildon_upper_academy/


Work Experience Hub
Real-world placements & Skills Lab training

Explore Careers
Discover roles and career pathways

Practical Advice
Get ready for work with expert guidance

Local Opportunities
Events, placements, and experiences near you

Build Confidence
Develop skills and hands-on experience SCAN ME

 

HEALTH & CARE
ACADEMY APP

Thinking about a career in healthcare? 
Our app can help you get started.
Whether you’re starting to explore healthcare careers or ready
to gain hands-on experience, connect to opportunities across
Essex and take your next step in health and care.

With the Health & Care Academy app, you can:

Start shaping 
your future  - 
Download the app today!

OR download ‘HealthZone UK’ and type in 
‘NHS Essex Health & Care Academy’


