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Christmas Showcase
Thursday 10th December 2026

Year 13 AP1 Assessments
Monday 9th - Friday 20th  November 2026

Last Day of Autumn Term
Friday 18th December 2026

Staff Inset - Non Student Day 
Monday 4th January 2027

First Day of Spring Term 
Tuesday 5th January 2027

Dates for the Diary

42,092

Leadership Message
This academic year we have changed the structure of our lessons based upon research from cognitive science to 
ensure that we give the best possible structure for students to be successful. They follow a structure of:

· Retrieval Practice – beginning each lesson to help students remember past knowledge or skills and support it 
becoming secure in their long-term memory

· Learning Intentions – we share the learning intentions for the lesson so that students know what they are 
learning, why and the success criteria

· I Do – this part of the lesson is where the teacher models their thinking and explains new knowledge or skills 
in small steps

· We Do – the students then have a chance to apply their learning with the support from the teacher

· You Do – when the students are ready to practice and apply what they have learnt independently

Before moving through the stages of the lesson, teachers will also use checks for understanding. These could be 
Hinge Questions to see if the class are ready to move on, or if further explanation needs to be given. 

We also use Show Me Boards, these are mini whiteboards that the students hold up at the same time so teachers 
can see everyone’s answer at the same time. This then supports the teacher in helping individual students who 
may need a further explanation or show that the whole class need to re-visit a key part of the learning.

Our aim is to build on the students’ achievements from Key Stage 3 and to ensure key 
knowledge and skills are taught through carefully sequenced lessons, to fully prepare them 
for the challenges of Key Stage 5 and beyond and, develop them as life-long learners.

S.Szuszkiewicz
Deputy Headteacher



Logan Wins Prize at Basildon Skills Show

Congratulations to Year 13 student Logan.K, who recently won first place 
in the quiz prize draw at the Basildon Skills Show.

Logan impressed the organisers with her answer to the tie-breaker 
question, explaining which stall had inspired her and why. Her efforts 
were rewarded with a £50 Amazon voucher, presented by Cllr Alex Myers, 
who visited The Basildon Upper Academy especially to present the prize.

The Basildon Skills Show is an annual event that gives young people 
the opportunity to explore a wide range of career paths, training 
opportunities and further education options, helping them consider the 
possibilities for their future.

Well done to Logan on this fantastic achievement!

Basildon Academies Sixth Form

Geography is unique in that it helps students to see the world as a 
whole instead of split up into subject boxes. Geography examines the 
complex interaction of people and their natural environment and helps 
understand that decisions and actions will have an impact on the world. 
Geographers study the world at a local level and at an international level 
and bring  together global political decisions, natural events and changes 
in lifestyles.

Full course information can be found by visiting the following link on our 
website: A Level Geography

A Level Geography

Supporting Child Wellbeing 
with Parenting Smart
Parenting Smart, created by the children’s mental 
health charity Place2Be, offers practical tips and 
guidance to support your child’s wellbeing. 

From managing screen time to handling big 
emotions, the website provides short, easy-to-
follow articles and videos designed to help parents 
navigate everyday challenges with confidence. 

Explore helpful resources here: https://parentingsmart.
place2be.org.uk/

Young Minds
Young Minds is the UK’s leading charity committed to 
improving  the emotional wellbeing and mental health 
of children and young people. Just as people’s bodies 
can become unwell, people’s minds can become 
unwell too.

Young Minds offer information to young people 
and children about mental health and emotional 
wellbeing. If you need to talk, they can let you know 
about organisations that listen, plus they offer online 
support and info.

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/sixth%20form/0302356FC4EC8CB88E27149495B3BAD6.pdf
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/


The platform outlines all the possible routes into each career — from GCSEs, A Levels, 
and university to apprenticeships, short courses, and work experience — helping you 
and your child understand every option available.

Aspire - Believe - Achieve

Safeguarding

At the Basildon Academies, keeping children safe and helping them to thrive is at the 
heart of everything we do.

Please contact our safeguarding team if you have any concerns about your own child or another student at the Academies: 
www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding

We know that family life can sometimes be challenging. If you or your child needs help, 
support, or advice, we are here. No problem is too big or too small, and we will always 
support families with kindness, care and without judgement.

We work closely with a range of services to make sure children and families get the right help at the right time. 
This may include school nurses, health professionals, counsellors, mentors, family support workers and Children’s Social 

Essex Sexual Health Service

www.essexsexualhealthservice.org.uk/parents-and-
carers/

The Essex Sexual Health Service has a website dedicated 
to parents and carers. Parents can find a wealth of 
resources, including FAQs, insights into RSE, and advice 
on how to have those important conversations.

http://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/safeguarding
https://essexsexualhealthservice.org.uk/parents-and-carers/
https://essexsexualhealthservice.org.uk/parents-and-carers/


Careers Pro: Helping Your Child Explore Future Pathways

Help your child feel confident about their future with Careers Pro, an interactive online 
platform that matches young people with careers suited to their interests, skills, and 
personality.

Through a fun quiz, your child will receive personalised career suggestions and learn 
what each role involves. They can also add their current skills or experiences, and 
Careers Pro will highlight where these can be transferred into different career paths.

With Careers Pro, your child can explore their potential and make informed decisions about their future.

Please click the link to access: https://www.careerspro.co.uk/the-basildon-upper-academy

The platform outlines all the possible routes into each career — from GCSEs, A Levels, 
and university to apprenticeships, short courses, and work experience — helping you 
and your child understand every option available.

School Catering Information
Looking for our latest lunch and break time menus, as well as current prices?

All catering information can be found on our Catering page:

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/catering

Here you can view:
• Lunch menus
• Break time menus
• Food and drink prices
• Information about our catering provision

We encourage students and parents/carers to check the page regularly for the latest menu options. 

https://www.careerspro.co.uk/the-basildon-upper-academy
https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/catering


Absence Procedures
Please let us know as soon as possible if your child is unable to attend school, ideally by 
8am, by email to upperattendance@basildonacademies.org.uk or by calling 01268 498882.

•	 Parents/carers must contact the school by 8.30am each day their child is absent.
•	 If no reason has been received for a child’s absence, the Academy will initiate first day calling.
•	 Parent/carers may be asked for medical evidence to support absences after 3 days or 

reoccurring absence patterns.
•	 Wherever possible, parents/carers should make appointments outside of school hours. If this 

is unavoidable students should attend school before and after the appointment.

Please familiarise yourself with our attendance procedures found on the school website within the Parent Information 
section, so you know who and when you need to contact us. www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/attendance

Online Safety Hub - A Parent’s Guide to Mine- craft
Online Safety Hub: Understanding Spotify
Spotify is a popular music streaming platform, but some content may include explicit 
lyrics or themes that are not suitable for younger listeners. Parents and carers can 
read this guide to learn more about Spotify’s features and how to help young 
people use the platform safely: Spotify – Online Safety Hub

The Online Safety Hub is an online resource with lots of expert advice and guidance 
to help find out how to keep our young people safe online. You can access it for free 
here: Online Safety Hub - The Basildon Academies

https://www.basildonupperacademy.org.uk/attendance
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/reviews/spotify-music
https://basildonacademies.onlinesafetyhub.uk/


Follow Us 

https://www.facebook.com/BasildonUpperAcademy
https://www.instagram.com/the_basildon_upper_academy/


Follow Us 



 

 

Basildon Upper Academy Drop-in:  
Monday Breaks & Lunchtimes Medical Room 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

    SScchhooooll  NNuurrssee  DDrroopp--iinn  

  

SSeexxuuaall  HHeeaalltthh  &&  SSeexx  
RReellaattiioonnsshhiippss  
DDrruuggss  &&  AAllccoohhooll  
SSmmookkiinngg  
SSeexxuuaalliittyy  

  

  
YYoouu  ccaann  ttaallkk  ttoo  mmee  iinn  ccoonnffiiddeennccee  

aatt  ddrroopp--iinn  aabboouutt  tthhiinnggss  yyoouu’’rree  
wwoorrrriieedd  aabboouutt,,  bbuutt  mmaayybbee  ddoonn’’tt    
        wwaanntt  ttoo  ttaallkk  aabboouutt  wwiitthh  ootthheerr    

aadduullttss  
  

▪ EEmmoottiioonnaall  &&  PPhhyyssiiccaall  hheeaalltthh  
▪ EExxaamm  SSttrreessss  
▪ FFrriieennddsshhiipp  iissssuueess  

  
        SScchhooooll  nnuurrssee  ddoooorr  iiss  ooppeenn    
        aatt  bbrreeaakk  aanndd  lluunncchhttiimmeess    
        ffoorr  ppuuppiillss  ttoo  ddrroopp  iinn  

  
  

SScchhooooll  NNuurrssee  IInnffoo……  

Lauren 
Collins 

Safeguarding 
Support 

Allan 
Ersser 

NMC 
Registered 

Nurse 

Child and 
Young Person 
Practitioner 


